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Abstract: Moral reasoning is mainly focusing on making right decisions to do right activities and exhibit good behaviour of 
school students in a particular situation and it provides chances for them to discover and realize values, to build character and 
to improve personality. The findings reveal that there exits significant difference amongst moral reasoning of secondary school 

students and their profile. Moral reasoning is positively and moderately related with academic achievement of secondary 
school students. Hence, secondary school teachers should give proper guidance to their secondary school students for 

improving their moral reasoning and ethical and moral behaviours. Parents must provide conducive home environment for 
their secondary school students to enhance their abilities for moral reasoning and academic achievement. Furthermore, 
secondary school teachers should interact, discuss and exchange ideas regularly with their secondary school students for 
increasing their moral reasoning and academic achievement. Peer groups and family members must also give moral support to 

their secondary school students for improving their moral reasoning and academic achievement. In addition, secondary schools 
should conduct various programmes for enhancing moral reasoning and academic achievement among their secondary school 
students. 
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  Introduction  

One of the most important goals of school education is to generate an educated society that leads to intellectual 

and economic development of nation. Moral reasoning is an integral component teaching and learning process in 

school education (Tokic and Nikolic, 2017). Moral reasoning is a combination of ideas and thoughts which can 

be observed and assessed by school students by means of interactions and discussions with teachers and parents 

and friends (You Di and Penny, 2011). School teachers are involving in teaching and incorporating values 

among their students and also make them to think in terms of context and analytical ways (O’Flaherty and 

Gleeson, 2017). Moral reasoning is mainly focusing on making right decisions to do right activities and exhibit 

good behaviour of school students in a particular situation and it provides chances for them to discover and 

realize values, to build character and to improve personality (Kalsoom et al 2012). Further, moral reasoning is 

playing an important role in improving moral and ethical values and academic achievement of school students 

(Zhang, 2013). Nowadays, higher number of secondary schools in Tamil Nadu is realizing importance of moral 

education especially for secondary school students for enhancing their innovativeness, academic achievement 

and behaviour. Thus, it is essential to study moral reasoning and academic achievement of secondary school 

students. 

 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

Bouhmama (2020) found that moral reasoning among female graduate students was in low level and there 

existed no significant difference amongst different disciplines and moral reasoning. There existed significant 

difference amongst moral reasoning and locality of female graduate students. 

Rafinda et al (2019) concluded that no significant difference exited among moral reasoning and students 

studying business ethics course between pre and post tests and this course failed in improving moral values and 

reasoning among them. 

Githaiga et al (2018) revealed that moral reasoning was in moderate level for students. Significant difference 

exited amongst moral reasoning and gender of students and curriculum increased moral reasoning among 

students.  

Levasseur et al (2017) indicated that moral reasoning was in high degree amongst high school students and there 

exited significant difference amongst moral reasoning and locality and gender of high school students. 

Corcoran and O’Flaherty (2016) showed that college students had moral reasoning in medium level and their 

academic achievement had positive and significant relation with their moral reasoning. There exited significant 

difference among departments and male and female categories of college students with respect to their moral 

reasoning. 
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Nichols (2015) mentioned that students studying in university were having high degree of moral reasoning and 

there exited significant difference among male and female students and their moral reasoning and it significantly 

influenced their academic achievement. 

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY 

Moral reasoning is having significant role in good conduct of secondary school students in school and home 

atmospheres and it is largely essential for them to understand which is good or bad activities and it is also highly 

related with their academic achievement. This study is highly useful to know the existing degree of moral 

reasoning of secondary school students and to what extent it is related with their academic achievement. The 

outcomes of this study are helpful to educationist and policy makers to include considerable changes in moral 

education for secondary school students and improving their academic achievement. This study is also useful to 

secondary school teachers and parents to adopt various strategies in order to improve moral reasoning and 

academic achievement of secondary school students. 

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

Secondary school students are involving in various academic and non academic activities and they are also 

engaging in different immoral practices. Since they are very young, they are failed to recognize and follow 

which is right or wrong in their activities and behaviour in their school and family environments and it is one of 

the important issues among secondary school students. It is the responsibility of secondary school teachers to 

teach ethical and moral values to their secondary school students and making them to follow those values in their 

learning and persona life. Parents and family environment are also playing a significant role in creating and 

managing better moral reasoning of their children.  Moral reasoning is extremely crucial for them to select right 

path for their learning and personal life and to realize significance of values of school and home system in which 

they live around them. Moral reasoning of secondary school students is largely influenced by personal, internal 

and external environmental, social, cultural, ethical and moral factors. Further, moral reasoning is highly related 

with behaviour and academic achievement of secondary school students. Therefore, moral education is highly 

essential for secondary school students in order to enhance their moral reasoning and academic achievements in 

the current situation. 

TITLE OF THE STUDY 

A Study on Moral Reasoning and Academic Achievement of Secondary School Students in Sathyamangalam 

Taluk of Erode District 

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

i) To study the difference between moral reasoning of secondary school students regarding gender. 

ii) To study the difference among moral reasoning of secondary school students regarding type of school 

iii) To study the difference between moral reasoning of secondary school students regarding medium of 

instruction. 

iv) To study the difference among moral reasoning of secondary school students regarding nature of schools. 

v) To study the difference between moral reasoning of secondary school students regarding locality of schools. 

vi) To study the relation between moral reasoning and academic achievement of secondary school students. 

 

OPERATIONAL DEFINITIONS OF MORALITY, MORAL AND VALUE 

 Morality is the set of principles that guide what is good or bad activity. Moral is the codes that cover 

wrong or right behaviour of individuals. Value is how much something is worth. Moral reasoning stands for the 

way one uses the thought process in differentiating good from bad. 

HYPOTHESES OF THE STUDY 

i) There is no significant difference between moral reasoning of secondary school students regarding gender. 

ii) There is no significant difference among moral reasoning of secondary school students regarding type of 

school 

iii) There is no significant difference between moral reasoning of secondary school students regarding medium 

of instruction. 

iv) There is no significant difference among moral reasoning of secondary school students regarding nature of 

schools. 

v) There is no significant difference between moral reasoning of secondary school students regarding locality of 

schools. 

vi) There is no significant relation between moral reasoning and academic achievement of secondary school 

students. 

 

METHODOLOGY  

Method of Study 

This study is carried out in Sathyamangalam taluk of Erode district Survey method is applied for this study. 

Tools Used in the Study 

Self made questionnaire is used for this study. 
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Sampling Method 

Random sampling method is employed for the present study. 90 secondary school students are randomly selected 

in Sathyamangalam taluk of Erode district 

Table-1. Profile of Secondary School Students 

Profile Number (90) Percentage 

Gender   

Male 48 53.33 

Female  42 46.67 

Type of School   

Boys 31 34.45 

Girls 21 23.33 

Co-Education 38 42.22 

Medium of Instruction   

Tamil 47 52.22 

English 43 47.78 

Nature of School   

Government 33 36.67 

Government Aided 18 20.00 

Private 39 43.33 

Locality of School   

Urban 65 72.22 

Rural 25 27.78 

 

Statistical Techniques Used 

Profile of secondary school students is studied through percentages. Mean, standard deviation, t-test and 

ANOVA test are used to examine significant difference among moral reasoning and profile of secondary school 

students. Correlation analysis is applied to study relation between moral reasoning and academic achievement of 

secondary school students. 

INTERPRETATION OF DATA 
The profile of secondary school students is given in Table-1. The findings show that 53.33 per cent of them are 

male, while, 46.67 per cent of them are female and 42.22 per cent of them are studying in co-education schools, 

34.45 per cent of them are studying in boys schools and 23.33 per cent of them are studying in girls schools. The 

findings indicate that 52.22 per cent of them are studying in Tamil medium, while, 47.78 per cent of them are 

studying in English medium and 43.33 per cent of them are studying in private schools, 36.67 per cent of them 

are studying in Government schools and 20.00 per cent of them are studying in Government aided schools and 

72.22 per cent of them are studying in schools located in urban area, while, 27.78 per cent of them are studying 

in schools located in rural area,  

Testing Hypothesis 1: 

There is no significant difference between moral reasoning of secondary school students regarding gender. 

Table-2. Difference between Moral Reasoning of Secondary School Students Regarding Gender 

Gender N Mean 
Standard 

Deviation 
t-Value Sig. 

Male 48 142.60 8.26 
4.488** S 

Female 42 149.75 6.86 
** Significant in 1 % level 

Mean value of moral reasoning for male and female category of secondary school students are 142.60 and 

149.75 in sequence and it elucidates that female secondary school students are better in moral reasoning as 

compared to male secondary school students. 

The t-value is 4.488 demonstrating that significant difference exits between gender of secondary school students 

and moral reasoning. So, null hypothesis is rejected. 

Testing Hypothesis 2: 

There is no significant difference among moral reasoning of secondary school students regarding type of schools. 

Table-3. Difference among Moral Reasoning of Secondary School Students Regarding Type of Schools 

Type of School N Mean 
Standard 

Deviation 
F-Value Sig. 

Boys 31 143.71 8.79 

7.356** S Girls 21 146.45 7.96 

Co-Education 38 149.95 6.48 
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** Significant in 1 % level 

Mean value of moral reasoning for secondary school students studying in boys, girls and co-education schools 

are 143.71, 146.45 and 149.95 in sequence and it elucidates that secondary school students studying in co-

education schools are better in moral reasoning as compared to secondary school students studying in boys and 

girls schools. 

The F-value is 7.356 demonstrating that significant difference exits among type of school of secondary school 

students and moral reasoning. So, null hypothesis is rejected. 

Testing Hypothesis 3: 

There is no significant difference between moral reasoning of secondary school students regarding medium of 

instruction. 

Table-4. Difference among Moral Reasoning of Secondary School Students Regarding Medium of 

Instruction 

Medium of 

Instruction 
N Mean 

Standard 

Deviation 
t-Value Sig. 

Tamil 47 145.77 9.20 
3.762** S 

English 43 149.12 7.28 
** Significant in 1 % level 

Mean value of moral reasoning for secondary school students studying in Tamil and English mediums are 145.77 

and 149.12 in sequence and it elucidates that secondary school students studying in English mediums are better 

in moral reasoning as compared to secondary school students studying in Tamil Medium. 

The t-value is 3.762 demonstrating that significant difference exits between medium of instruction of secondary 

school students and moral reasoning. So, null hypothesis is rejected. 

Testing Hypothesis 4: 

There is no significant difference among moral reasoning of secondary school students regarding nature of 

schools. 

Table-5. Difference among Moral Reasoning of Secondary School Students Regarding Nature of Schools 

Nature of School N Mean 
Standard 

Deviation 
F-Value Sig. 

Government 33 144.64 9.23 

8.192** S Government Aided 18 147.50 8.57 

Private 39 150.41 7,19 
** Significant in 1 % level 

Mean value of moral reasoning for secondary school students studying in Government, Government aided and 

private schools are 144.64, 147.50 and 150.41 in sequence and it elucidates that secondary school students 

studying in private schools are better in moral reasoning as compared to secondary school students studying in 

Government and Government aided schools. 

The F-value is 8.192 demonstrating that significant difference exits among nature of school of secondary school 

students and moral reasoning. So, null hypothesis is rejected. 

Testing Hypothesis 5: 

There is no significant difference between moral reasoning of secondary school students regarding locality of 

school. 

Table-6. Difference among Moral Reasoning of Secondary School Students Regarding Locality of School 

Locality of School N Mean 
Standard 

Deviation 
t-Value Sig. 

Urban 65 147.95 7.46 
2.959** S 

Rural 25 142.40 9.21 
** Significant in 1 % level 

Mean value of moral reasoning for secondary school students studying in schools located in urban and rural area 

are 147.95 and 142.40 in sequence and it elucidates that secondary school students studying in schools located in 

urban are better in moral reasoning as compared to secondary school students studying in schools located in rural 

area. 

The t-value is 2.959 demonstrating that significant difference exits between locality of school of secondary 

school students and moral reasoning. So, null hypothesis is rejected. 

Testing Hypothesis 6: 

There is no significant relation between moral reasoning and academic achievement of secondary school 

students. 

Table-7. Relation between Moral Reasoning and Academic Achievement of Secondary School Students 

Particulars Correlation Coefficient Sig. 

Relation between Moral Reasoning and 0.54** S 
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Academic Achievement of Secondary 
** Significant in 1 % level 

The correlation coefficient between moral reasoning and academic achievement of secondary school students is 

0.54 and it explains that they are positively and moderately inter related. So, null hypothesis is rejected. 

 

FINDINGS 

1) Significant difference exits between moral reasoning of secondary school students regarding gender. Female 

secondary school students are better in moral reasoning as compared to male secondary school students. 

2) Significant difference exits among moral reasoning of secondary school students regarding type of schools. 

Secondary school students studying in co-education schools are better in moral reasoning as compared to 

secondary school students studying in boys and girls schools. 

3) Significant difference exits between moral reasoning of secondary school students regarding medium of 

instruction. Secondary school students studying in English mediums are better in moral reasoning as compared to 

secondary school students studying in Tamil Medium. 

4) Significant difference exits among moral reasoning of secondary school students regarding nature of schools. 

Secondary school students studying in private schools are better in moral reasoning as compared to secondary 

school students studying in Government and Government aided schools. 

5) Significant difference exits between moral reasoning of secondary school students regarding locality of 

school. Secondary school students studying in schools located in urban are better in moral reasoning as 

compared to secondary school students studying in schools located in rural area. 

6) Significant relation exits between moral reasoning and academic achievement of secondary school students. 

Moral reasoning and academic achievement of secondary school students are positively and moderately inter 

related.  

 

CONCLUSION  

The foregoing analysis reveals that there exits significant difference amongst moral reasoning of secondary 

school students and their profile. Moral reasoning is positively and moderately related with academic 

achievement of secondary school students. Hence, secondary school teachers should give proper guidance to 

their secondary school students for improving their moral reasoning and ethical and moral behaviours. Parents 

must provide conducive home environment for their secondary school students to enhance their abilities for 

moral reasoning and academic achievement. Furthermore, secondary school teachers should interact, discuss and 

exchange ideas regularly with their secondary school students for increasing their moral reasoning and academic 

achievement. Peer groups and family members must also give moral support to their secondary school students 

for improving their moral reasoning and academic achievement. In addition, secondary schools should conduct 

various programmes for enhancing moral reasoning and academic achievement among their secondary school 

students.   
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